By Dr. Steve McVey
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Hi, I'm Steve McVey, President of Grace Walk Mimiss, and we are thrilled that you have let
us send you these proven, biblical principles th#ithelp you restore the joy in your life as a
Christian. Grace Walk is a teaching and traininigistry which exists for the purpose of
sharing the life of Jesus Christ with others. @ussion is to help Christians discover the
freedom of their new life in Christ. To this ensle use conferences, mission trips, Bible
studies, books, newsletters, CD and DVD Studiesrapdveekly Sunday Preaching message
broadcast via our website.

Again, thank you so much for this opportunity em@ you. There’s lots more in store at our websiBe
sure to visit us there at www.gracewalk.org. Wpéhgou'll drop by for a visit and that you'll tedl friend about us.

In Him,
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Faith Isn’t Thinking Positive Thoughts - by Steve Mcvey

Danny and | were talking one day about how deptesereal estate market has bg
all over the United States for the past few ye@ing subject has great importance tdg
him because Danny works for a mortgage companynddgament at our company Hh
already laid off about a third of our employees’tbld me.

“Are you concerned about your job?” | asked him.

“No,” he answered. “I'm believing God for my joHe knows that our oldest
son, Dave, is in college now and Ted will starthia fall. If I've ever needed a stead
income, it's now. They're telling us at work thagne fighting to stay afloat, but |
think everything will be okay.”

“I hope so,” | answered. “l don’'t hope. I'm belieg in faith,” he responded with mil

irritation in his voice.

I immediately knew | had unintentionally said sahieg wrong. | know Danny well enough to understand
that his view of faith requires that he affirm wghsto that things will turn out the way he wafisom his
perspective, to acknowledge that an outcome arfgrdiit is even a remote possibility translates lexh of faith.
Faith means believing it will happen the way wedraying it will happen. It's that simple to him.

Danny is an example of somebody who thinks hfdiisbased on how I've described that people often
misunderstand it. In actuality, that's not whatHas at all. Faith isn’t thinking positive thougtabout a situation
until you finally convince yourself that it will w& out the way you want. When the three Hebrewdcéit were
threatened with being thrown into the fiery furndeesause they refused to bow down to the idol afKi
Nebuchadnezzar, their response was one of grélat Tdiey said, “Our God whom we serve is able tovdeus from
the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver aist of your hand, O king. But even if He does heitjt be known tq
you, O king, that we are not going to serve youtsgor worship the golden image that you have skt up
(Daniel 3:17-18).

The faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego wHwin God, regardless of what the outcome of their
circumstances might ultimately prove to be. Thag,s®©ur God is going to deliver us, one way or tiker. It may
be that He delivers us from the fire or He maywlus through the fire, but either way we are gdamtrust Him.”
These three weren’t rebuking flames or making loofessions that they wouldn’t go into the fireeylwere
simply looking to God and trusting in Him.

The fact is that, like many others already havenmy could lose His job. If he did lose it, thoutiat
wouldn’t mean his faith failed him or that God lhetn down. It would simply be the way His heavenatltier was
working in Danny’s life to move him ahead in cangiout the divine plan He has for him.

I’'m not suggesting that there aren’t times whencae believe with confidence that things will tuun the
way we are hoping. There are some things that wevkmithout a doubt are God’s will because of Higavto us.
I’'m discussing here the times when we can’t be sirat His will is because He has been silent omth#er. At
times like that, we can't try to use what we maly f@ath as a way to force God’s hand and get Hindd what we
want.

To confidently walk in God'’s will for your lifehie only thing you need to do is trust Him. Faitinaghing
more or nothing less than looking at things throtighlens of confidence in God and His word. Thenger, then, to
feelings of weak faith is simply to focus on thetlis we know about our God. Do you feel like youdhaveak faith?
Then remind yourself of who God is and on the that He is always reliable. That's true no mat@whhings may
look at the time life seems unstable. You don’tenvfeel great confidence about what the rest@ily®or
circumstances will be. You only need to cast ydéiregotal abandon on the One who will determihede results
and rest in Him, waiting for Him to do what He wdllb even though you can’t make any sense of hetiime.
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